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The Indian People’s Tribunal concluded it’s three day session, starting from 
September 17 to 19, 2011, in the village of Mithgavane, Ratnagiri District. Early this 
year the people of the villages surrounding the nuclear power plant had requested the 
IPT to conduct a hearing in order that they be given a chance to voice their opinion 
freely about the proposed nuclear power plant, the impact of the plant on their lives 
and livelihood and the responses of the State to their democratic and peaceful dissent. 

The IPT has been existence since 1993 and has conducted numerous hearings on 
varied issues – from the misuse of POTA; the Impact of the World Bank in India; 
Rise of Fascism; Atrocities among Dalits and several others. In all these years there 
has never been a response by the State as in this one. When the IPT was proposed in 
March 2011 a letter was sent to the Collector, the IPT was surprised to hear that it was 
denied permission to enter the villages and in response the local administration put up 
check posts in all villages, started arbitrarily arresting the local leaders, some of the 
other villagers and workers; and applied section 144 over large parts of the district.  

Thereafter the IPT went to the High Court and the High Court directed the IPT to 
once again apply for permission, this too was rejected. The Court, however 
favourably heard the case and gave the IPT permission to hold the hearing in the local 
area as it was important the democratic voices of the people not be suppressed. It also 
added a condition that the IPT should restrict the number of people attending to 60.  

The response to the tribunal was very positive, people living around nuclear power 
plants and mines in the other States traveled for several days to attend; those who 
could not attend due to heavy rain extended their support. Over 150 groups endorsed 
the process and many of the supporting organisations came to Mithgavane to extend 
their solidarity.

During the three days the local people from the affected villages deposed, people from 
the other States also shared the issues they were grappling with. In particular the 
deposition of Tarapur and Jharkhand proved very important as it gave an idea of what 
will happen to the local communities should nuclear power plants and mines come 
into existence.  Experts too deposed adding depth and understanding to the 
proceedings. 
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INTERIM FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In  connection  with  the  plans  to  set  up  the  largest  nuclear  power  plant  in  Jaitpur 

Ratnagiri Maharashtra the IPT on Environment and Human Rights held a hearing to 

investigate into the national impacts of said power plants and related mines.  

The hearing was attended by various affected groups including local MLA, people 

and other concerned individuals and organisations from the area and also from other 

States namely Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Madhya 

Pradesh, Kerala and also other parts of Maharashtra.  The deliberations went on for 

three days from September 17-19, 2011.  The views expressed by affected people, 

environmentalists, scientists and experts in the field were heard by a distinguished 

panel of three members, comprising of : 

Mr. J. C. Kala, (Former Chairman National Environment Appellate Authority, 

Director  General  Forests  and  Secretary  to  Government  of  India),  Dr.  S.  M. 

Paranjape  (a  physicist  of  repute),  Dr.  Shanta  Ranade  (a  freedom  fighter, 

President Maharashtra Chapter of National Federation for Indian Women).

Based on the views of experts in the field and the depositions made by the people 

more specifically the directly affected ones from the villages of Sakrinate, Madban, 

Mithgavane and Niveli, following findings and recommendations emerged :

1) Environmental Clearance has been accorded based on inadequate EIA report 

as  it  failed  to  assess  correctly  the  existing  ecology  in  the  environs  of  the 

project and the impact thereon, as exemplified by outdated data, methodology; 

lack of modelling; various alternatives;  mitigation measures during failures; 

decommissioning – impacts and costs;  and impacts on various eco-systems 

including socio-economic aspects; etc.  

2) It is therefore desirable that a de novo exhaustive EIA report is prepared by 

another  competent  agency  directly  under  the  supervision  of  MOEF  duly 

involving people of the area especially the women who are most affected by 

the project.
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This  is  also  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  Hon’ble  Minister  for 

Environment and Forests has set up a committee headed by Director of BNHS 

and comprising of College of Fisheries, Ratnagiri; CMFRI; Central Institute of 

Fisheries, Mumbai and College of Forestry, Konkan Agriculture University, 

Dapoli.

3) In the light of the above, Ministry of Environment and Forests may like to 

consider whether further work on this project may be kept in abeyance pending  

outcome of the committee’s report. 

4) Realistic assessment of country’s power needs based on the requirements for 

health, education, livelihood, agriculture and industry should form the basis 

for putting up future power plants. 

As a confidence building measure the requirement of power by the  

country, cost benefit analysis of the project vis a vis other modes of production 

of  power  need  to  be  ascertained  by  another  agency  in  view  of  varying  

statements by Government authorities.  

5) There is no clarity on the disposal of spent fuel especially when the tragedies 

in  Fukushima  and  more  recently  in  France  are  on  account  of  inadequate 

treatment of spent fuel.  

6) The anguish of fisher- folk particularly women in losing their livelihood as 

also adverse impact of Nuclear Power Plants on export of marine products has 

not been addressed as confirmed by the plight of the people in close vicinity of 

the Tarapur Project.

7) Despite  Ratnagiri  having  been  recognized,  as  the  horticultural  district  of 

Maharashtra for its unique and world class Alphonso mango and cashew nut, 

the project proponents have totally ignored this aspect including the massive 

investment made by the local people besides its impact on the economy of the 

region. 
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8) The total violation of human rights by improper use of force including false 

arrests and beating up of women by male police, restriction of movement and 

false  arrests  of  local  leaders,  workers  and  others;  and  other  intimidation 

techniques to suppress legitimate peaceful protests, by the locals needs to be 

investigated by an appropriate impartial authority. 

At the same time the revocation of externment orders  against over a 

dozen  locals  including  sarpanchs  and  deputy  sarpanchs  is  of  utmost 

importance in order to restore democratic rights of the people.  

9)  The representatives from other States have unequivocally supported the cause 

of people of Jaitapur as they are also similarly placed. 

The  above  recommendations  were  duly  read  in  local  languages,  understood  and 

accepted  by all the members present.
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